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The Gold Rush 
 
On August 16, 1896, prospector George Carmack and  
his family were looking for gold along Rabbit Creek,  
a tributary of the Klondike River in Canada’s Yukon 
Territory. Gold was discovered in vast quantities, and 
Carmack immediately filed claims to mine the land.  
Word of the find quickly spread, and by the end of  
August, the length of the entire creek had been claimed  
by gold miners. Not even winter could stop the miners, 
and prospectors raced by dog sled to the Klondike and  
the newly renamed Bonanza Creek. 
 
It wasn’t until July of 1897 that the first shipments of Klondike 
gold arrived in the cities of Seattle and San Francisco.  
The gold shipments were valued at $1.13 million. (That’s 
over one billion of today’s dollars!) Word of the gold  
spread like wildfire, and soon prospectors from all over  
the world were flooding the West Coast and preparing  
for the journey north. A great economic boom hit cities  
like Seattle and San Francisco, which birthed outfitting  
and supply industries for the prospectors.  
 
It is estimated that 100,000 people attempted the trip  
into the Klondike between the summers of 1897 and  
1898. Many gold-seekers had no experience whatsoever  
in mining or prospecting. Mass resignations occurred 
across the country as people left their livelihoods behind  
to search for riches. Even Seattle’s mayor left his post  
to try his luck. Of the 100,000 aspiring gold miners, only 
30,000 eventually made it to the Klondike.  
 
Travel to the Yukon proved treacherous thanks to 
mountainous terrain and unpredictable weather. The 
Canadian government issued strict food and equipment 
requirements for prospectors in an attempt to prevent 
death from exposure and starvation. Of the 30,000 who 
made it to the Yukon, only 4,000 struck gold. And of these 
4,000, only a few hundred became rich. By the summer  
of 1898, the word Klondike was spoken with scorn. As 
rumors of gold found in other northern locales spread, the 
Klondike was abandoned, and the gold rush was over.  

 

Celebrating August 
 

Read-a-Romance Novel 

Month 

 

Happiness Happens Month 

 

Boomers Making a  

Difference Month 

 

International Clown Week 

August 1–7 

 

Homemade Pie Day 

August 5 

 

International Lefthander’s 

Day 

August 13 

 

Root Beer Float Day 

August 6 

 

Elvis Week 

August 9–17 

 

 

International Geocaching Day 

August 20 

 

Senior Citizens Day 

August 21 

 

Women’s Equality Day 

August 26 

August 2022 

 



 

The Wonder Drug 
 
The ancient Egyptians used willow bark as a 
remedy for aches and pains. The ancient Greek 
physician Hippocrates wrote that willow bark 
could relieve pain and reduce fevers. It wasn’t 
until the 18th century that the remedy was 
rediscovered by Edward Stone, a cleric of the 
Church of England who wrote a report detailing 
how powdered willow bark seemed to relieve  
the symptoms of patients in his care. In 1829,  
a French chemist named Henri Leroux finally 
isolated willow’s magic and medicinal ingredient, 
salicylic acid. With such a long and documented 
history, why is it that the German chemist Felix 
Hoffmann is credited with the discovery of aspirin 
on August 10, 1897? 
 

Sure, prior to Hoffmann’s 
discovery, salicylic acid had been 
discovered, isolated, and even 
synthetically manufactured. But  
no scientist had yet discovered 

how to deliver it in reliable medicinal doses. Too 
much of the stuff could make you horribly sick  
or possibly put you in a coma. It was Hoffmann 
who, while working at the Bayer company to  
find a treatment for his father’s rheumatism,  
first synthesized a less acidic and less harmful 
version of the medicine by combining salicylic 
acid with acetic acid. This pure and stable form 
was known as acetylsalicylic acid, or ASA.  

 
ASA was tested and proven to be an effective 
analgesic (pain reliever), antipyretic (fever 
reducer), and anti-inflammatory. By 1899, Bayer 
was manufacturing the new medicine and 
shipping it out to doctors in glass bottles under 
the trade name Aspirin. By 1915, it was sold  
over the counter in tablet form and was widely 
hailed as a wonder drug. 

 
Today, aspirin is known as a pain reliever, heart 
attack preventer, and possible cancer preventer. 
120 billion pills of the stuff are consumed every 
year, and it is on the World Health Organization’s 
List of Essential Medicines. While aspirin is not 
suitable for every patient or every ailment, it 
certainly lives up to its billing as a wonder drug.  

 

August Birthdays 
 
In astrology, those born from August 1–22 are 
Leo’s Lions. As lions are kings of the animals, 
Leos are strong and charismatic leaders. Proud 
and confident, Leos enjoy performing and the 
attention it brings. Those born from August 23–31 
are Virgo’s Virgins. Often symbolized by the 
goddess of agriculture, Virgos are deeply 
connected to the material world. They are 
logical, practical, and aware of every detail.  
 
Pam M- August 1st  
Bob M- August 1st  
Richard H- August 2nd  
Bonnie D- August 3rd  
Carol D- August 14th  
Cheryl O- August 14th  
Eleanor W- August 21st  
Brad W- August 29th  
 
Whitney Houston (singer) – August 9, 1963 
Don Ho (singer) – August 13, 1930 
Mother Teresa (nun) – August 26, 1910 
 

Activity Announcements 
There are lots of fun events 
going on this August! 
 
The SNACK SHACK is 
officially open! Stop by the 

Activity Room Monday-Friday from 12-2 or 
hours as listed on your calendar to purchase 
chips, candy, and pop. You can spend your 
Bingo tickets here! 
 
August 8th, 2:15 PM:  
Name that Golden Oldie Music trivia (100). 
Test your brain with some music trivia! All 
attendees will receive a Bingo ticket worth $.25 
in the Snack Shack.  
 
 
August 25th: Order Out/Eat In will be 
delivered. This month we are ordering from 
Donato’s. Fill out the form with your order and 
return to Emily with payment by August 23rd. 

 

August 2022 


